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The President of the Realm cannot be subject to a criminal
prosecution without the consent of the Reichstag.
ARTICLE 44.
The President of the Realm cannot hold a seat in the Reichstag
during his tenure of office as President.
ARTICLE 45.
The President of the Realm represents the nation in international
intercourse. He shall make alliances and other treaties with foreign
Powers in the name of the Realm. He shall accredit and receive
ambassadors.
Declaration of war and conclusion of peace shall be made by Act of
the Realm.
Alliances and treaties with foreign States which have reference to
subjects covered by national legislation require the consent of the
Reichstag.
ARTICLE 46.
The President of the Realm appoints and dismisses officials and
officers of the Realm, except in so far as other regulations are laid down
by law. He may exercise his rights of appointment and dismissal
through the agency of other authorities.
ARTICLE 47.
The supreme command over the whole of the National Defence
Forces * lies with the President of the Realm.
ARTICLE 48.
Should any Land fail to fulfil the obligations imposed on it by the
national constitution or the national laws, the President of the Realm
may hold it to such obligations by means of armed force.
Should public order and safety be seriously disturbed or threatened
within the national frontiers, the President of the Realm may take the
necessary measures to restore public order and safety; in case of need
he may use armed force. For this purpose he may, for the time being,
declare the fundamental rights (of the citizens) detailed in Articles 114,
115, 117, 118, 123, 124, and 153 wholly or partly in abeyance.
The President of the Realm is bound without any delay whatsoever
to communicate to the Reichstag all measures taken by him in virtue of
Clause 1 or Clause 2 of this Article. The Reichstag may require such
measures to be abrogated.
A Land Government may take temporary measures of the nature
indicated in Clause 2, should delay threaten to be dangerous. The
President of the Realm or the Reichstag may require such measures
to be abrogated.
Further regulations will be laid down in an Act of the Realm,
ARTICLE 49.
The right of pardon for the whole Realm lies with the President of
the Realm. Amnesties affecting the whole Realm require the passing
of a national law.
1 Wehrmacht.